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According to two public opinion surveys conducted by private polling organizations during July,
a high percentage of the Mexican electorate has not decided which candidate to support in the
Aug. 21 presidential election. One of the two polls, conducted by Louis Harris-Indermec during the
first week of July, indicated that 21% of the 2,550 potential voters surveyed had not decided which
presidential candidate to support. This poll was conducted in 25 states.
In a separate poll conducted in late July by Mori de Mexico, 18% of the potential voters surveyed
indicated they were not ready to say which candidate they would support in the election.
Some political analysts suggest that a number of the so- called undecided voters may already know
which candidate they will support, but are reluctant to reveal that choice. "Perhaps people are too
embarrassed to say they are going to vote for the PRI because it is a dirty word," said M. Delal Baer,
a specialist on Mexico at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington. "Or
maybe they are scared of the PRI and don't want to say they are going to vote for someone else."
There are indications that many voters may be truly undecided, which could potentially increase
abstention on election day. According to Vicente Licona of Louis Harris-Indermec, a possibility
exists that abstentionism could be as high as 50%, if none of the candidates captures the support of
the undecided voters by Aug. 21.
The prospect of high abstention has attracted the attention of the country's political parties and their
candidates, and much of the campaign propaganda now appears specifically directed at undecided
voters. According to the Civic Alliance (Alianza Civica) of citizen observers, Ernesto Zedillo of the
governing Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) spent almost US$2.2 million during one week in
July for television advertising alone, in an effort to sway undecided voters to the PRI.
For his part, Cuauhtemoc Cardenas used a campaign rally on July 26 to strongly urge Mexicans to
vote. He emphasized that only a large turnout can "allow a transition to a truly democratic system."
Cardenas also took the opportunity during the campaign rally to dismiss the results of the HarrisIndermec poll, which he said "do not correspond with the reality that Mexicans are ready for a
change from the PRI." The PRI has governed Mexico since 1929.
According to the Harris-Indermec poll, 50% of the participants who actually indicated a preference
for a political candidate chose Zedillo. Another 32% selected Fernandez de Cevallos of the National
Action Party (PAN). Finally, 13% supported the PRD candidate, and another 4% selected one of the
six other candidates. The poll had a margin of error of 5.0 percentage points. The other recent poll,
conducted by Mori de Mexico, used different methodology, comparing undecided voters with the
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 56617
ISSN: 1054-8890

overall percentage obtained by each candidate in the race. Under that poll, Fernandez de Cevallos
was leading with 29% of the vote, followed by Zedillo with 26%, Cardenas with 21%, the other
candidates with a collective 6%, and undecided voters with 18%. The poll had a margin of error of
plus or minus 4.6 percentage points.
In other election-related news, the Interior Secretariat (Secretaria de Gobernacion) has agreed to
conduct a new informal audit of the voter registration roster. The decision is based on a complaint
by the PRD, which charged that the names of some of the voters in the roster are listed twice.
According to the PRD, the majority of the names in question are in the portion of the roster that
corresponds to Mexico City. Earlier this year, the US company McKinsey conducted a formal audit
of the voter registration roster and in early July declared the list as 97.4% accurate. According to
officials from the Federal Electoral Institute (Instituto Federal Electoral, IFE), the new audit to be
conducted in August will consist of a review of the rosters in each of the 300 electoral districts in
Mexico.
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